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Now that cruising season is behind us for another year and we approach the holidays, 

we wanted to share with you some of the work that is “behind-the-scenes” and drives 

the extraordinary trips you have experienced with The Boat Company on our vessels, the 

M/V LISERON and the M/V MIST COVE. As in years past, this transparent glimpse into 

our operations and our programs specifically includes a financial perspective.

As the only 501(c)(3) public charity, conservation oriented cruise operator in Alaska, 

we take our mission to protect and preserve the Tongass National Forest to heart, and 

invest a significant amount of time, effort and financial resources in the company’s 

conservation work.

In a typical year, The Boat Company will have income between $3.5 and $3.7 million:

 • 40% of our income is consumed by charter costs, i.e. crew salaries, food, 

    fuel, dockage, et al.

 • 30% goes into off-season maintenance, e.g. two full-time engineers, 

    yearly dry docking the vessels, 4 to 5 full-time painters, part time welders, 

    and Boatwrights (not carpenters), new equipment (water makers, 

    outboard engines, generators, etc.) Sometimes this category runs a bit 

    more considering the equipment required to run what is in essence a 

    self-contained floating boutique hotel.

 • 8% for insurance (hull and $35,000,000 P&I).

 • 12% for administration – this item covers not only the usual items such as 

    rent, bookkeeping/auditing, office salaries, sales and marketing, et al, 

    as well as including travel agents' commissions, and finally, our favorite…

 • 10% Government! (Federal, State and Local).

In our budgeting, we try to allow a small surplus at the end of the fiscal year that is 

then designated for use in support of our conservation programs in Southeast. The 

Boat Company is currently involved in a number of conservation efforts in Alaska. We 

have been leading the charge with our friends at Greenpeace, the Center for Biological 

Diversity (CBD) and Crag Law Center to protect a subspecies of timber wolf known as 

the Alexandria Archipelago Wolf – a beautiful predator found only in Southeast Alaska 

and in danger of extinction from deforestation of its primary, natural habitat. Protecting 

what little is left of old growth forest to provide the habitat needed for both deer and 

wolves is the goal. Of course, saving 500 to 1000 year old trees is an equally important 

goal. We would add that we have been winning this effort in the courts even after being 

told by larger national organizations that this was a non-starter.  

[CONTINUED ON PAGE 05]
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Additionally, The Boat Company is involved in a major fisheries case in the Gulf of 

Alaska where we have had to take several federal agencies to court over the fisheries 

observer programs, allowable by-catch (throw away), lack of implementation and 

inconsistencies in data. This case has also seen positive progress, but in Alaska, 

dealing with fisheries, forestry and wildlife conservation is a never ending effort. When 

one success is achieved, there is always another urgent issue to address. The Boat 

Company expends nearly $500,000 annually in our conservation efforts towards legal 

fees, scientific research, program management, etc. With costs continuing to rise, we 

never know from year to year how much funding will be available for our conservation 

efforts. With that in mind, we are hoping to develop an outside stream of tax deductible 

funding from those of our guests that wish to participate in supporting the needed 

conservation programs that directly affect our unique touring business.

To that end, we will be launching a fundraising, MEET & GREET TOUR this fall and spring. 

We will be coming to many communities across the country in an effort to promote our 

conservation work, as well as host get-togethers for you and your friends to introduce 

them to the wonders of Alaska and The Boat Company. If you would be interested in 

hosting a small gathering to introduce The Boat Company to your friends, please contact 

us. We would be delighted to swing through your community and share your memories 

of your Alaska adventure.

Please enjoy the articles that follow in this newsletter as we share updates on our legal 

work, as well as some articles from guests and friends of The Boat Company.

P.S. You may have noticed that our seasonal Boat Company newsletter has a new name. In honor of 

our roots, we have named our newsletter after our very first vessel, the M/V OBSERVER, a special boat 

that was launched in 1980 and took us between Wrangell, Juneau and Sitka on trips ranging from 7 to 

10 days. Over the years, we modified our trips based on environmental needs or focuses (where the 

conservation battles were) and what we felt our guests might be interested in. Our early focus was 

heavily on land/wilderness conservation; and in the past decade there has been a shift to the oceans 

and major fisheries issues. At the end of the day, they truly become one and the same.  The circle of 

life does not delineate between the two, but embraces them both as one – a concept we hope to truly 

share with you through the newly minted The M/V Observer – CRUISING AND CONSERVATION IN 

SOUTHEAST ALASKA, published by The Boat Company. 

HUNTER H. McINTOSH

• • • • •

"This entire experience was outstanding

and well beyond my expectations.

I cannot think of one area that was short of excellent."

JILL F. |MIST COVE 11 | JUL 26 - AUG 2, 2014

• • • • •



• • • • •

"One of the most wonderful experiences of our lives. 

We were pampered and educated and challenged and 

shown incredible sights. We would love to come back!"

VERA & JOHN E. | LISERON  | JUN 28 - JUL 5, 2014

• • • • •
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This September marks the 107th birthday of the Tongass National Forest in 

southeast Alaska, America’s largest national forest and one of the few mostly 

intact temperate rainforests remaining in the world today. No one can deny 

that the Tongass is a place of breathtaking beauty, yet its significance extends 

well beyond its ancient, towering old-growth trees, or the deep, clear waters of 

Alaska’s Inside Passage. 

The Tongass belongs to all Americans. Its more than 5,000 salmon-filled 

streams support a world-class, billion-dollar fishing industry. Southeast Alaska 

and the Tongass is far and away the most popular destination for tourists in 

the state – the “gateway” to Alaska, if you will. Like fishing, tourism is a 

billion-dollar industry in southeast and supports more than 10,000 year-round 

and seasonal jobs.

Twenty-five years ago a coalition of Senators came together to turn back 

attempts to clear-cut large swaths of the Tongass. I chaired days of hearings 

back then only to uncover the same truths that are apparent today: promoting 

massive Tongass timber sales under the guise of job creation is a bogus 

argument. Today, timber processing in the region is practically non-existent, 

and has been for some time; instead, ships carry vast loads of American 

timber – our national patrimony – across the Pacific to Asia. 

After a prolonged battle, the Forest Service appeared prepared in 2010 to 

transition away from a history of promoting destructive and unsustainable 

WRITTEN BY TIMOTHY E. WIRTH

Former Senator of Colorado
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A not-so-happy Birthday
for  America’s largest 

national forest



old-growth logging. But in an unfortunate 

reversal, just this last spring the agency 

announced a plan to conduct one of the 

largest timber sales ever, under the 

beguiling title “Big Thorne.”  

The fate of the Tongass is at a critical 

juncture. On one hand, the Forest Ser-

vice appears bound and determined 

to proceed with Big Thorne – just one 

of several proposed sales, the recently approved Big Thorne sale alone 

would put more than 116 million board feet of old-growth on the chopping 

block. On the other hand, the agency has again announced its intent to 

amend the Tongass’ current land management plan and transition out of 

old-growth logging. 

Regardless of how the Forest Service spins this, it cannot harmonize an 

expressed intent to protect the Tongass’ ancient trees while promoting 

massive old-growth timber sales like Big Thorne.

For decades the Tongass has been subjected to destructive and unsustainable 

old-growth logging. It is an atrocity that I have been fighting since my time 

in Congress, when I introduced legislation to protect more than one million 

acres of Tongass old-growth forest. And 

to be clear, the term “old-growth” hardly 

does these trees justice – they are tower-

ing, ancient trees, hundreds of years old 

and ecologically significant to the people, 

wildlife and watersheds they support. 

Recent studies have proven that our 

oldest forests are a critical part of the 

global biological carbon cycle as well, 

serving as long-term “sinks” for atmo-

spheric carbon, and holding on to it like 

a sponge for centuries. The Tongass’ ca-

pacity to capture and store atmospheric 

carbon is globally significant.

In addition to being environmentally destructive, the Tongass timber industry 

is simply a bad investment. Since 1982, American taxpayers have spent more 

than $1 billion subsidizing the industry’s clear-cutting of the Tongass National 

Forest. Today the timber industry still receives subsidies averaging more than 

$20 million annually. Those are staggering numbers, especially when con-

sidering Forest Service estimates that logging and milling of Tongass timber 

supports a mere 109 direct jobs, which means that American taxpayers are 

paying approximately $200,000 dollars per year for every single timber job 

in the region. Meanwhile, the tourism and recreation industries contribute 

approximately $1 billion apiece annually into southeast Alaska’s economy, 

support thousands of year-round and seasonal jobs, and yet less than $8 mil-

lion is spent annually on fish and wildlife programs and less than $6 million 

on recreation. 

Today, we are no closer to achieving a sustainable Tongass than we were 

in 2010. The Forest Service has proposed a 10-15 year timeline to transition 

away from old-growth, but the Tongass can-

not wait that long – and it most certainly 

cannot survive an old-growth logging binge 

that destroys the very thing the transition is 

intended to save.

The majestic trees of the Tongass are part of 

our American heritage. It’s time to celebrate 

this American icon and support the industries 

that drive southeast Alaska’s economy, and 

we can do both by quickly ending the out-

dated, taxpayer-subsidized, industrial-scale 

old-growth timber sales that are harmful to 

the forest and harmful to the businesses and 

people that depend on a healthy, vibrant and 

intact Tongass.

Timothy E. Wirth is a former Senator from 

Colorado; 25 years ago he chaired extensive 

Senate hearings on the Tongass.
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• • • • •

"I wish I had new words to accurately describe our trip on the Liseron. 

So many adjectives have been abused in our modern language that it is difficult

to find the right ones to describe our experience. Suffice to say, every member

of our family agreed that the adventure exceeded all of our expectations,

and they were high to begin with."

MIKE D. | LISERON 01 | MAY 17-24, 2014

• • • • •
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2015 Cruising Schedules

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V MIST COVE

May 16 – May 23

May 23 – May 30

May 30 - June 6

June 6 – June 13

June 13 – June 20

June 20 – June 27

June 27 – July 4

July 4 – July 11

July 11 – July 18

July 18 – July 25

July 25 – Aug 1

Aug 1 – Aug 8

Aug 8 – Aug 15

Aug 15 – Aug 22

Aug 22 – Aug 29

Aug 29 – Sept 5

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V LISERON

May 16 – May 23

May 23 – May 30

May 30 - June 6

June 6 – June 13

June 13 – June 20

June 20 – June 27

June 27 – July 4

July 4 – July 11

July 11 – July 18

July 18 – July 25

July 25 – Aug 1

Aug 1 – Aug 8

Aug 8 – Aug 15

Aug 15 – Aug 22

Aug 22 – Aug 29

Aug 29 – Sept 5

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V MIST COVE

May 14 – May 21

May 21 – May 28

May 28 - June 4

June 4 – June 11

June 11 – June 18

June 18 – June 25

June 25 – July 2

July 2 – July 9

July 9 – July 16

July 16 – July 23

July 23 – July 30

July 30 – Aug 6

Aug 6 – Aug 13

Aug 13 – Aug 20

Aug 20 – Aug 27

Aug 27 – Sept 3

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V LISERON

May 14 – May 21

May 21 – May 28

May 28 - June 4

June 4 – June 11

June 11 – June 18

June 18 – June 25

June 25 – July 2

July 2 – July 9

July 9 – July 16

July 16 – July 23

July 23 – July 30

July 30 – Aug 6

Aug 6 – Aug 13

Aug 13 – Aug 20

Aug 20 – Aug 27

Aug 27 – Sept 3

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Cruising Schedules 2016

To reserve your trip, contact: 877.647.8268  |  kathy@theboatcompany.orgTo reserve your trip, contact: 877.647.8268  |  kathy@theboatcompany.org
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• • • • •

"The scenery, food, spirits and overall experience of traveling

through the Tongass National Forest on the

beautiful Liseron was a once-in-a-lifetime delight."

PAM & PETE M. | LISERON 14 | AUG 16-23, 2014

• • • • •
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• • • • •

"It was the best vacation we have ever had

and I can’t stand the idea of not doing it again!"

MARIANNE R. | MIST COVE 04 | JUN 7-14, 2014

• • • • •
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Southeast Alaska is a rugged landscape, shaped by the 

collision of two massive tectonic plates along the “Ring of 

Fire.” Huge glaciers spill from the slopes of volcanoes that 

rank among the most massive in the world, slowly marching 

towards the Pacific Ocean, where they collapse into the sea. And along a narrow strip of 

coastline between those high peaks and the rough waters grows the largest remaining 

expanse of temperate rainforest on earth – the Tongass National Forest – a national 

treasure spread out over thousands of islands called the Alexander Archipelago. What 

remains of the old-growth in the Tongass provides habitat for the Alexander Archipelago 

wolf, a subspecies of the North American grey wolf, which dens in the root wads of large 

trees in this Sitka spruce /western hemlock forest. This unique species of wolf may be 

on its last legs. 

The wolves of coastal Alaska rely heavily on a small species of deer, the Sitka black-tailed deer, as its 

main prey during the long, difficult winters. The old-growth forests are the only places during prolonged 

periods of heavy snow that the deer can find food and shelter. The wolf and the deer therefore both depend 

on old-growth forests for their very existence in the Tongass National Forest, and the local communities in 

Southeast Alaska also depend heavily on the deer as a subsistence species. 

The old-growth, however, is still under attack by the U.S. Forest Service. The Forest Service is responsible for 

the loss of over 450,000 acres of old-growth on the Tongass, most of it clearcut over the last 50 years. And 

the wolf and the deer are suffering as a Since 2009, we have been working with Greenpeace and Cascadia 

Wildlands to protect what remains of the old-growth habitat in the Tongass, which provides the last refuge 

for the wolf. We won a court case in 2011, and that helped to shine a light on how the Forest Service was 

ignoring the best available science and inflating the quality of habitat remaining on the Tongass. At about the 

same time, the Forest Service announced a framework for transitioning out of logging old-growth as a way 

to support the local economy, which would mark a dramatic shift from past practices. 

But in an ironic twist, the Forest Service then approved the Big Thorne timber sale, approving more than 6,000 

acres of old-growth logging in areas that provide critical refuge for the wolf. Earlier this year, we worked with 

our clients to appeal the Big Thorne timber sale, and the Forest Service agreed to revisit its decision, a 

temporary reprieve. Meanwhile, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service found recently that the wolf may end up 

getting listed as threatened or endangered because of loss of habitat. And we are back in court because the 

Forest Service is trying to move forward with the same sales that were subject to our court victory in 2011. 

We do not yet know how these different moving parts will fall into place, but the fate of the wolf hangs in 

the balance. For more information, please check our website to stay up to date on the latest developments. 

While the wolf hunts deer in the forests of the Tongass, we will be using law, science and policy in an effort 

to secure its future.

Chris Winter received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell University in 1994 and then graduated from the University of Michi-

gan Law School in 1998, where he focused on environmental and natural resources law.  After law school, he worked for Stoel Rives 

LLP in Portland, Oregon for approximately two and a half years.  Disillusioned with private practice, he left in 2001 and launched 

the Crag Law Center with Ralph Bloemers to provide professional, affordable, client-focused legal services to the conservation 

community.  Since that time, he has been representing community groups and citizen activists on issues related to water quality, 

public lands, endangered species, land use and environmental justice.

Fighting to Protect a Rare Alaskan Wolf 
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WRITTEN BY
CHRIS WINTER
Co-Executive Director
Crag Law Center
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TRAVELLER'S SCRAPBOOK



PREPARATION

Prepare Salmon Rub by combining all ingredients in a small 

bowl, set aside.

Prepare Chimichurri Sauce by combining all dry ingredients 

in a food processor until coarsely chopped. Add water and 

vinegar to mixture, pulse to combine. Transfer to another 

bowl and slowly whisk oil until emulsified. Cover and let 

stand for 1 hour.

Drizzle olive oil over salmon and coat with a generous 

amount of spice rub on all sides. Set large cast iron pan 

over med high, to high heat. In about 3 minutes add oil, 

tilt pan to coat bottom of the pan evenly and heat till its 

almost smoking. Add Salmon to skillet skin side up cook 

until golden brown about 3 minutes, turn heat down to med 

then flip and cook for about 3 more minutes. Deglaze with 

about 1/4 of cup of good white wine turn off heat and let sit 

for 2 minutes, check for doneness. 

Top with Chimichurri and serve over Red Quinoa Pilaf and 

Roasted Chayote; or other side of your choice.

RECIPES FROM ALASKAN WATERS

INGREDIENTS

 Four 6oz pieces of Salmon

for SPICE RUB FOR SALMON

1 TBS Brown Sugar

1 TBS Cumin 

1 TBS Coriander

1 TBS Smoked Paprika

1 TBS Garlic Powder

Salt+Pepper, to taste

for CHIMICHURRI SAUCE

1/4 cup hot water

2 tsp dried oregano

1 tsp of salt

1 1/3 cup parsley leaves 

2/3 cup cilantro leaves 

6 cloves of garlic

1/2 tsp red pepper flakes

1/4 cup red wine vinegar

1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil

Chimichurri Ivory King Salmon
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• • • • •

"The whole trip was terrific – from the activities offered

to the captain and crew – and naturally being able

to experience Southeast Alaska so intimately."

ANDREA W. |MIST COVE 10 | JUL 19-26, 2014

• • • • •



Visit us online: www.boatcompany.org

www.facebook.com/TheBoatCompany

www.twitter.com/AlaskaSmallShip


