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2016 is shaping up to be another great year for The Boat Company. We are near full 

capacity for the fourth summer of sailing in a row, and further, we have surpassed 50% 

occupancy for 2017. Keep an eye out for our projected 2018 departure dates in the next few 

months as requests begin to trickle in for availability.

Moving on to conservation - currently under consideration by the US Forest Service 

are several potentially business altering decisions. For the first time in Boat Company history, 

we chose to send out a mass email, asking you to help in our efforts to encourage the US 

Forest Service to do the right thing and not take access to remote wilderness areas away 

from operators’/outfitter guides like us and others. We were not sure how this effort would 

be received, but felt it a great way to engage our travelers, our friends and those passionate 

about Alaska. I am happy and thankful to report that at the time “The Observer” goes to print, 

more than 100 of you had taken time out of your busy schedules to send letters to officials 

responsible for the final report. Once a decision is made, we will be sure to send another alert 

and let you know how things turned out.

Turning our attention to activities from this off-season, both the LISERON and MIST COVE 

were hauled out of the water for annual inspections, cleaning and painting of the hulls. In 

the coming weeks we will be posting video of the haul outs as well as the launching of the 

two vessels. We are frequently asked how the process works when taking the boats out of 

the water for maintenance, and thanks to our friends at GoPro, we can finally share in what is 

always a white knuckle time for us.

As with all things conservation related, we are always looking for unique and creative ways in 

which we can implement and improve on an already streamlined program. Our friends at Costa 

Del Mar are launching a new campaign called “Kick Plastics” this year, and we have chosen to 

join the cause, as plastics are the single largest pollutant found in our world's oceans. We hope 

to roll out new eco-friendly water bottles for every guest this summer, as part of the campaign.

Finally, after 36+ years of plying the waters of the inside passage, and fighting the same or 

similar conservation fights, we have determined that a new approach may be warranted. We 

are currently working with friends from both the publishing world and the documentary film 

world to determine whether we can pool together everything needed to produce a 30-minute 

advocacy/documentary movie specifically about the Tongass National Forest. We are working 

with the Executive Producer of Musicwood, an amazing film, which can be found on Netflix 

and iTunes, that tells the story of the unique relationship between the timber of the Tongass 

National Forest, and the top acoustic guitar makers in the world. We want to take it one step 

further and film a movie on the Tongass and its connection to our water planet. Please keep 

an eye out for opportunities to help fund this much needed project, which may run anywhere 

from $250,000 to well over $500,000. We hope to keep it somewhere in the middle, but as a 

not-for-profit organization, we will need the support of a wide breadth of funders to make it 

happen. Until next time, safe travels and peace be the journey.
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On a clear day in late February 2015, flying north and looking out on the Coast Range of 

British Columbia and Alaska from seat 22A at 30,000 feet, it looked like mid-May. The 

snowline was very high on the mountains; a wide, brown, snowless zone reached down into 

early spring colors along the shore. When I landed in Juneau, crocuses were blooming all 

over town.

 

For the first time in my Southeast Alaska experience, the major avalanche chutes were 

empty. Where you’d expect 20 feet of dirty, densely-packed snow in their dumping zones, 

slowly melting away into mid-summer, grass was greening and there was no snow at all.

 

By the end of March trees had leafed out, and the rest of 2015, it seemed, was a month or 

more ahead of schedule: the flowers, the bugs, the birds, the wildlife, the fish.

 

And what of this year? Winter was largely absent again—especially at sea level—and it has 

made another early exit. Crocuses are up and blooming again in February and our wild flora 

and fauna may find themselves on another accelerated schedule.

 

Or not! After 25 years of exploring and living in the nation’s largest National Forest, I’ve 

learned to expect the unexpected. In fact, change is what you expect in one of the world's 

most dynamic environments. So I’ve learned to take local forecasts with a grain of sea salt. 

And above all, I learned long ago that regardless of what is happening outside, the Tongass 

is spectacular, exciting, rewarding, and deeply satisfying. Every day.

 

So 2016 guests of the Liseron and Mist Cove, we eagerly await your arrival! Bring your rain 

gear and short sleeves, your peelable layers and gloves, your hats and your sunglasses—

and your swimsuit. You may wear them all during your week with us, or wear the same 

thing every day. Whatever the weather while 

you’re here, however, we’re certain you’ll see 

why we’re so passionate about this place, and 

about doing all we can to ensure that nature 

itself is the primary factor of change over time.

 

LARRY WEST

Naturalist, M/V LISERON
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I WOULD RATE
THIS TRIP AN 11

OUT OF A
POSSIBLE 10! 

{THIS TRIP IS} TRULY
AN EXPERIENCE
OF A LIFETIME.

JONATHAN BEGGS  |  MIST COVE  |  JUNE 2015
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Founded by two friends in a garage on the Sheldon Jackson College campus in 

1980, the Alaska Raptor Center begins in 36th year with much to look forward to 

now and in the future. With a new director on board, a donation of land in the works, 

and renewed focus on extending its story to patrons around the world, the Center 

feels there are still many untapped opportunities to execute its mission of rehabil-

itation, education and research – and share the story every day with new patrons.  

Late last year, Pete Colson was installed as the new director at the Center, 

replacing Debbie Reeder who successfully guided the Center for eight years. 

With a robust passion for raptors and a diverse 

background in the administration of nonprofit, 

government and education programs, Pete will 

be working diligently with staff, the board of 

directors and donors to build out the facilities 

and create opportunities to engage patrons 

worldwide through on-site opportunities, out-

reach programs and the internet, including 

streaming Center activities such as bird releas-

es, veterinary telemedicine and the rehabili-

tation of eagles in the flight training center. 

High priority on the new director’s list of proj-

ects is creating a sustainable plan for hous-

ing interns, volunteers, and scientists. Pete 

BY PETE COLSON

Director of the Alaska Raptor Center
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Alaska Raptor Center
Looks Forward to the
Visitors Season and Beyond



believes that there are many people 

who would welcome the chance to be 

part of the Center’s story and mission.  

By early summer, the director 

expects to close a land deal that will 

transfer approximately 8-10 acres of 

undeveloped forest and Indian River 

shoreline to the Center. One of the 

last remnants of the Sheldon Jackson 

campus, the donation will likely grow 

the Center’s campus to over 25 acres. 

In turn, the Center has agreed to match the donation with part of its own land for place-

ment in a conservation easement, securing approximately 17 acres from further develop-

ment. An important element in the production and research of the salmon population in 

Sitka Sound, the preservation of the Indian River watershed and salmon forest ecosys-

tem also helps sustain an important habitat for local and migratory raptors. The Center 

additionally sees this as an opportunity to further educate and interpret for patrons the 

important ecological relationships that exist in the temperate rainforest. The Center plans 

to add new interpretive signage, trails and knowledgeable guides to work this part of the 

campus starting this season. 

This year again, the Center be exporting its 

program to the Rainforest Sanctuary in Ketchikan 

to give visitors along the Inside Passage the 

opportunity to learn more about Alaska’s birds of 

prey. A smaller program, three curators and five 

raptors, will give visitors a chance to look into the 

penetrating blue eyes of a bald eagle and learn 

about the importance of conserving their environ-

ment.

Staff stayed busy this past winter with reha-

bilitation work. With approximately 15 eagles cur-

rently in the flight training center, a steady stream 

of small owls admitted to the clinic and 24 resident 

birds to care for every day, the bird curators pro-

vided a plethora of services during the past five 

months, including processing 25-30 lbs of fish and 

rodents for diets each day, hand feeding injured owls and trimming the 

beaks and talons of the resident birds. The Center is expecting to add new 

birds to the education team before the beginning of the season. Many of 

the favorites birds will again be displayed and part of the programming 

this year, including Qigiq, a snowy owl; Boris, a great grey owl; and Sunset, 

a bald eagle.

The Alaska Raptor Center is looking forward to a new season of 

extending our knowledge and passion to our patrons and helping Sitka 

and the Earth become more habitable and humane.
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For more info:

Pete Colson, Director

1000 Raptor Way

Sitka, AK 99835

(907) 747-8662 Desk

(907) 738-9386 Cell

peterc@alaskaraptor.org



• • • • •

"Every single crew member was friendly, outgoing and fun 

to be with. They shared their enthusiasm for Alaska, as well 

as their knowledge. I always felt that we were responding 

to our environment rather than adhering to a schedule." 

BETTY CONYERS  |  LISERON  |  MAY 2015

• • • • •
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BY LISA BUSCH

Executive Director of The Sitka Sound Science Center

The Sitka Sound Science Center in Sitka, Alaska has a story rich in history that reflects the very essence 

of what makes Alaska so special. 

The Sitka Sound Science Center is a nonprofit dedicated to improving scientific understandings through 

scientific research and science education. It is a popular tourist destination in large part because of its 

famous touch tanks that reveal the color and diversity that reflects life below the surface of the North 

Pacific in Sitka Sound. Also, the Science Center is home to the Sheldon Jackson Salmon hatchery, which 

has trained people to work in marine biology, aquaculture and natural resources for forty years.  SSSC is 

open for tours during the summer Monday-Saturday, but today the research and education mission of the 

Science Center reaches far beyond the summer visitor’s season.

The Science Center was built on a long legacy of scientific research in Sitka that began when the Russians 

first came to Alaska in the late 1700s. They collected rain and oceanographic data that represents some 

of the oldest data of its kind in the North Pacific. Then later Sitka played an important role in the seminal 

text book Between Pacific Tide authored by Ed Ricketts and Jack Calvin who was not only a longtime resi-

dent of Sitka  but created the first environmental group, Sitka Conservation Society. Ricketts and Calvin, 

SITKA SOUND
SCIENCE CENTER

thought by many as the grandfathers of marine ecology, were pals in Monterey, California, in the 1920s 

and 30s with writers John Steinbeck, Joseph Campbell, and Henry Miller. Their book researched along 

Sitka’s coastline concluded that intertidal creatures living on the Outer Coast could be categorized by 

community rather than simply taxonomically.  In the late 1800s Sheldon Jackson training school was set 

up in Sitka to train Alaska Natives and by the 1970s Sheldon Jackson College became one of the Alaska’s 

premier training locations for fishery biologists, natural resource managers and environmental studies. In 

2007, the tiny college shut its doors leaving behind 22 historic buildings, debt and a legacy of science and 

education for Alaska.  

The buildings were boarded up and the facility was shut down. While the Trustees of the school first 

looked for relief from outside colleges, the campus was not an appealing investment – the buildings 

were dilapidated, and the college was in debt. But in 2010, a small group of Sitka leaders represent-

ing a few nonprofits asked the Trustees to pass the 

small campus over to local groups. The Sitka Sound 

Science Center purchased the Sage Building in 2010, 

and raised an additional $1.3 million to repair and 

renovate the exterior. The rest of the campus was 

taken over by several small nonprofits (Sitka Summer 

Music Festival, Youth Advocates and the Sheldon 

Jackson Museum) and the majority of the campus 

was deeded to Sitka Fine Arts Camp, a nonprofit that 

puts on Alaska’s most famous residential arts camp 

for the past 30 years. 

Faced with dilapidated historic buildings that need-

ed new roofs, heating systems, plumbing, and car-

pentry and cleaning, the Sitka Fine Arts Camp 

opened its doors and asked the community to vol-

unteer. Volunteers came in droves and not just the 

kind of volunteers who offered moral support but 

skilled labor. People from the community cleaned 

the old dormitories, fixed the plumbing, landscaped, 

The Sitka Sound Science Center

has a story rich in history that

reflects the very essence of

what makes Alaska so special."

"



scraped, painted and much more. “Sitka is a 

very can do community,” says Lisa Busch, SSSC 

Executive Director. “And it’s very Alaskan to 

work toward the community good. To me, the 

Sheldon Jackson Campus revitalization is one 

of the most impressive stories in America.”  

Philanthropists agreed.  They were impressed 

by the steady stream of volunteers that came 

each weekend for four years. They saw a com-

munity helping itself to preserve a treasured 

resource. One philanthropist, Carol Odess, was 

walking by the campus one day after a fishing trip, and saw volunteers donating time, skills and 

energy and she was inspired to donate $1.75 million to the effort. Since then individuals and small 

businesses have donated over five million to upgrade the facilities.  

With over 40,000 volunteers hours documented, the Sheldon Jackson campus revitalization is the 

greatest volunteer effort in the history of Alaska. 

Meanwhile, The Sitka Sound Science Center which occupies 

the old scientific laboratories and classroom building, has 

established itself as a premier field station in the Gulf of Alaska. 

It’s locally relevant research includes marine mammal and 

commercial fishing interaction studies, such as those on sperm 

whales, who have figured out how to feed off of commercial 

longline gear. The collaborative research is done in coopera-

tion with Scripps Oceanographic, University of Alaska and the 

Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association. SSSC also conducts  

intertidal research on abalone and kelp collaboratively with 

the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and it’s been working on a 

long-term study with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

looking at the relationship between hatchery and wild salmon 

stocks. SSSC also does marine debris clean ups of local beach-

es.  Its educational programs include a scientists in the schools 

program, after school enrichment programs, summer camps, 

internships and a Scientists in Residency Fellowship funded by the National Science Foundation. 

The SIRF fellowships provide mini sabbaticals for scientists from around the nation and gives them 

a variety of community engagement opportunities that include science cafes, community lectures, 

family field trips and inspiring young people to pursue scientific careers.  

Sitka Sound Science Center  • 834 Lincoln Street • Sitka, Alaska 99835 • www.sitkascience.org
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• • • • •

"This trip with The Boat Company was one of the best

we have been on. The McIntosh Foundation’s mission

is an important task. Keep up the good work.

You are educating a lot of folks about the importance

of conserving our wild lands."

ANDY HODGES  |  LISERON  |  MAY 2015

• • • • •
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2016 Cruising Schedules

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V LISERON

May 14 – May 21

May 21 – May 28

May 28 - June 4

June 4 – June 11

June 11 – June 18

June 18 – June 25

June 25 – July 2

July 2 – July 9

July 9 – July 16

July 16 – July 23

July 23 – July 30

July 30 – Aug 6

Aug 6 – Aug 13

Aug 13 – Aug 20

Aug 20 – Aug 27

Aug 27 – Sept 3

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Only 2 Cabins Available!
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V MIST COVE

May 14 – May 21

May 21 – May 28

May 28 - June 4

June 4 – June 11

June 11 – June 18

June 18 – June 25

June 25 – July 2

July 2 – July 9

July 9 – July 16

July 16 – July 23

July 23 – July 30

July 30 – Aug 6

Aug 6 – Aug 13

Aug 13 – Aug 20

Aug 20 – Aug 27

Aug 27 – Sept 3

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Only 1 Cabin Available!
Sold Out
Only 1 Cabin Available!
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Sold Out

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

To reserve your trip, contact: 877.647.8268  |  kathy@theboatcompany.com
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Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V LISERON

May 13 – May 20

May 20 – May 27

May 27 - June 3

June 3 - June 10

June 10 – June 17

June 17 – June 24

June 24 – July 1

July 1 – July 8

July 8 – July 15

July 15 – July 22

July 22 – July 29

July 29 – Aug 5

Aug 5 – Aug 12

Aug 12 – Aug 19

Aug 19 – Aug 26

Aug 26 – Sept 2

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V MIST COVE

May 13 – May 20

May 20 – May 27

May 27 - June 3

June 3 - June 10

June 10 – June 17

June 17 – June 24

June 24 – July 1

July 1 – July 8

July 8 – July 15

July 15 – July 22

July 22 – July 29

July 29 – Aug 5

Aug 5 – Aug 12

Aug 12 – Aug 19

Aug 19 – Aug 26

Aug 26 – Sept 2

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Cruising Schedules 2017

To reserve your trip, contact: 877.647.8268  |  kathy@theboatcompany.com
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"The pictures of the Liseron do not do it justice. It is so 

much more beautiful and majestic than it appears in  

photos! I wanted back on the boat as soon as I got off!  

It was an epic trip and the crew just made it wonderful."

NEAL & LAUREN FREI  |  LISERON  |  MAY 2015

• • • • •
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One of the most common comments from 

our guests at the end of every trip is, “What 

can I do now?” 

Once you’ve been immersed in the wilds of 

SE Alaska, it’s difficult to forget the beauty, 

the experiences and the stories that make 

The Boat Company unique. Emails are 

exchanged amongst guests, photos taken 

home and treasured. But the majority of 

the feedback from our guests is a desire 

to stay connected and keep the passion of 

their experiences alive.

Over the past year, we have thoroughly enjoyed connecting with guests and friends of The Boat 

Company on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. While some businesses use social media as a tool to 

sell goods and services, for us it serves a much different purpose.

For The Boat Company, connecting with you allows us to share breathtaking photos and experiences 

while continuing the amazing conversations we had aboard the Mist Cove and Liseron. Our active 

online community also allows us to share information about our mission and conservation goals, and 

to tell you where and how we, as a non-profit conservation eco-tourism company, are fighting for and 

protecting the Tongass wilderness and wildlife.

 

If you haven’t already, please consider joining us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and via our 

website blog. You’ll discover right away that our job doesn’t end when we put our ships away for the 

winter. We are working hard every day to keep Michael McIntosh’s legacy alive by joining our conserva-

tion partners in the fight to protect this special corner of the earth.

We hope to see you online, share your stories and photos, and continue sharing our plans to 

preserve SE Alaska for generations to come. 

  www.facebook.com/TheBoatCompany

  @AlaskaSmallShip

  www.instagram.com/TheBoatCompany

  www.youtube.com/TheBoatCompany
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July 12th to July 18th, 2015  |  Sitka to Juneau – Trip #9

This write-up of our recent trip follows the format of the “Welcome Home!” survey we received from 

The Boat Company. We were completely satisfied with our selection of the M/V Mist Cove to travel on 

from Sitka to Juneau. We were completely satisfied in every aspect of the vessel itself. From the bridge 

down to the deck plates in the engine room, we found everything to be neat, orderly (shipshape), safe, 

and inviting; a 5 on your rating scale.

Having retired as a master shipbuilder, after a 47-year career with Newport News Shipbuilding, along 

with a tour-of-duty in the United States Coast Guard, I knew what to look for in the Mist Cove, and saw 

it everywhere I turned.

I loved the idea of building a new boat, based on an old minesweeper, while at the same time repurpos-

ing everything off the old boat, from the ship’s wheel to the brass light fixtures. And the use of the teak 

and mahogany throughout the boat gave everything a warm glow, with the woods’ spar varnish kept in 

pristine shape.

Our stateroom, along with its adjoining facilities served our needs very well. Everything was comfortable 

and inviting while still being purposeful.

And talk about comfortable and inviting – the 

boat’s salon fit that and then some!

Here at home, our breakfast nook overlooks the 

creek we live on; a virtual window on the salt 

marsh and its wildlife. However, there is no com-

parison to the constantly changing views we had 

in taking all our meals on the fantail of the Mist 

Cove, not to mention the varied table settings laid 

out at every seating – the seating of all 22 of us 

comfortably and intimately.

The meals served onboard the Mist Cove during our trip were outstanding in all aspects.  From break-

fast to lunch to happy hour and our evening repast, you could tell that Chef Maria, along with Assistant 

Chef Carmen put a lot of thought and preparation into each and every item presented to us. Where else 

can you fill out a pre-trip survey asking how you like your steak cooked and then weeks later, on the 

night your filet mignon is placed before you, it’s perfect.

Even better is knowing that what you caught during the week just might turn out to be an entrée at 

lunch or dinner or in one particular case, a delicious Ceviche hors d’oeuvres made especially from the 

yelloweye rockfish I caught.

Let’s not forget the Mist Cove’s beverage service, from the open bar stocked with any distilled spirit you 

wish, to craft beers, and fine wines. And I can assure you that a 2,000 passenger cruise ship is not going 

to reduce speed in Tracy Arm, so that a crew member can take a dip net and retrieve a thousands-of-

years-old piece of glacial ice for our drinks during happy hour. 

The Mist Cove’s crew was exceptional in all aspects, even though Merrilyn’s and my exposure to some of 

them was limited.

Onboard the M/V Mist Cove
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Where, after a morning of kayaking are you going to return to the boat, look up and realize that the 

hand extended out to help you from the kayak onto the docking platform is that of Captain Olsen; cer-

tainly not on that cruise ship I mentioned. And after a strenuous hike through, up and over the rainforest 

of one of the Brothers isles are you going to find your captain coming to pick you up in a skiff; Captain 

Olsen did.

The galley staff I already mentioned, but I cannot say enough about our stewards Morgan Bubel and 

Mary Hahr that not only served the delicious meals from that galley but attended to our every need 

throughout the entire trip.

Morgan expressed the desire to be Guest Coordinator, and I am sure she will perform to the exceptional 

standards that Simon Darling set. From the very first greeting at our pick-up in Sitka to the drop-off in 

Juneau, Simon’s manner and style was exceptional.

Simon expressed his desire to get his captain’s license, be a deckhand and operate a skiff, and I am sure 

he will be as outstanding in the position as all the Mist Cove’s deckhands were.

I certainly don’t want to leave out the 1st Mate, Allison Weide.

One afternoon, I decided to stay aboard, kick back in the sumptuous salon and do nothing but maybe 

read and drink a cold Alaskan microbrew. Well, in pops the 1st Mate!

“Want to go for a ride in the skiff,” she delightfully asked; off we went.

We quietly circled around little islets covered with sea lions. I don’t know who was more curious, Allison 

and I of the sea lions or them of us. We cruised small coves of crystal clear water, counting the multi-

arm sea stars, in a varying array of colors lying on the bottom. It turned out to be a good relaxing after-

noon provide by a very good 1st Mate.

Merrilyn and I live on a couple of acres at the head of a tidal creek, off of the Chesapeake Bay, and 

nature abounds in all forms here. However, to be in the 17 million acre Tongass National with Naturalist 

Patricia Robinson onboard the Mist Cove was an exceptional educational treat. There were times in 

some of the activities that I found myself lagging behind the others. Yet, when I would turn around to 

see where I was, it was comforting to know that Patricia, or someone in the crew had my back.

In mentioning the activities on the trip, I will say that they worked out great for us. Merrilyn and both 

have kayaks, and Merrilyn paddled out at every opportunity on the trip. I loved to fish and also took the 

opportunity to do so on the trip. It sure is nice to 

pull a fresh salmon filet out of the freezer here 

at home, in the fall of the year, knowing exactly 

where I caught that fish on our Boat Company 

adventure back in the middle of July. 

We enjoyed the variety of hikes available on the 

trip, too. We have walked kilometers through the 

streets of Paris, hiked the Cinque Terra in Italy 

and the Tuscan hillside country, and explored the 

French and Swiss countryside. Hiking across the 

fields and meadows of the Tongass and through 

its temperate rain forests just added greatly to our wonderful life experiences.

Would we travel with you all again? If life permitted it, I would say yes.

As for us being a referral for The Boat Company; yes, we would 

consent to that, but of course it is something we have been 

doing ever since we returned home from Alaska.

Sincerely and respectfully,
Steve & Merrilyn Dodson

Yorktown, VA 
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• • • • •

"This was a great trip. We loved the small ship

with limited guests and high crew ratio.

I have already recommended you to several friends!"

SHERRY ALLPHIN  |  LISERON  |  MAY 2015

• • • • •



We bolt up from our chairs on the 

fantail and ignore the beautifully-

crafted lunch that sits in front of 

us. All twenty four passengers 

race to starboard for better view-

ing as Cap calls out another pod of 

humpbacks. It's a daily occurrence 

aboard the Mist Cove, to the dis-

may of our chef. We haven't been 

able to sit and enjoy a lunch all 

week without a wonderful inter-

ruption from a marine mammal. 

It's why we're aboard and it's all we 

hoped for.

 

Alaska is a massive state. In fact if you super-impose a map of our state over one of the con-

tinental U.S., our borders would stretch from coast to coast. The great size, combined with a 

lack of roads can complicate travel logistics.

 

In addition, within the state one can find a wide diversity of ecosystems. While Southeast 

Alaska, where the Boat Company operates, is a temperate rainforest comprised of Western 

Hemlock and Sitka Spruce, much of Interior Alaska is tiaga or boreal forest, and made up of 

Black Spruce and willows, if trees are present at all.

 

Interior and Arctic Alaska also offer wildlife not found in Southeast. Grizzly bears, Dall sheep, 

caribou, wolverines, wolves, fox and moose are all regularly viewed in the Interior.

 

The Liseron and Mist Cove have set a high standard for comfortable luxury combined with 

daily adventures led by skilled naturalists and guides in remote portions of the Tongass Na-

tional Forest. While creating an extended travel itinerary through Alaska to complement a 

cruise with the Boat Company, care must be taken to select experiences that offer an equal 

level of intimacy and avoid the large-scale tourist masses.

 

For example, Camp Denali, located nearly 100 miles within the boundaries of Denali National 

Park, is Alaska's original eco-lodge. Its hand built cabins offer views of Denali from every 

porch - an important feature since Denali is only visible 20% of the summer. Daily guided 

hikes accessing the surrounding tundra offer opportunities to not only view wildlife, but to 

learn about the intricate web of nature in this often harsh environment.

 

Ultima Thule is one of those rare places that could only exist if a family of bush pilots chased 

their dreams. Fortunately for us, the Claus family has. Located deep within the remote and 

rugged Wrangell/St. Elias National Park, the lodge hosts twelve lucky people per week and 

is only accessible by plane. A week's stay includes a pilot and a Piper Super Cub for daily 

activities. Wildlife viewing, rafting, or a hike in the alpine? No problem. Load up the plane 

and head out for the day. Adventures are only limited by guests’ imaginations and a good 

place to land.

 

There is a lifetime worth of adventures waiting to be experienced in the vast and remote 

wilderness of Alaska.

 

The campfire is crackling as we sit basking in its glow drinking scotch and reliving the day's 

fly fishing, high in the Brooks Range of Western Arctic Alaska. A wolf stealthily appears from 

the willows and wanders on to our sandbar within twenty five yards of us. He stops and 

stares at us, startled as if he's never seen a human before. We're equally breathless. Then he 

turns and slowly saunters on toward the river. It's why we're here and it's all we hoped for.

 

It's All We Hoped For

BY GREG SCHLACHTER

Greg owns Expedition Broker, Alaska's 

adventure travel agency based in Haines, 

Alaska. Expedition Broker has worked 

with Boat Company passengers for nearly 

a decade hand-crafting itineraries for pre & 

post cruise extended Alaskan travel.
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TRAVELLER'S SCRAPBOOK
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PREPARATION

Place eggs in a medium sauce pan. Fill pan with cool tap water, cover 

by an inch or two. Place the pan on high heat and bring the water 

to a boil. Once boiling, turn off the heat and cover the pan with a 

lid. Let the eggs sit in hot water for 10 minutes. Drain the eggs and 

place them in a bowl of ice water to cool. Peel and set eggs aside. 

To prepare the brine, pour beet juice into a mason jar or a bowl. Add 

cider vinegar, maple syrup, peppercorn and salt. Lower the eggs into 

the brine, cover and let sit for 12 hours, or up to two days. The longer 

the eggs sit in the brine the pinker they will become. When brining 

time is finished, cut each egg in half and scoop out yolks. Place the 

yolks in a medium sized bowl along with Dijon mustard, mayonnaise, 

curry, vinegar and olive oil. Mix until smooth. Fold in red onions. 

Using a pastry bag or a plastic bag with the corner cut off; pipe the 

yolk mixture into the pink eggs. Garnish with rosemary and season 

with salt and pepper.

INGREDIENTS

6 eggs

3 cans pickled beets, reserve juice

1/3 cup maple syrup

1 tbsp peppercorns 

1 tsp salt

1/2 cup apple cider vinegar   

FILLING:

1/4 cup red onion, finely diced

1 tbsp dijon mustard

1/4 cup mayonnaise 

(I prefer Duke's Mayonnaise)

1/2 tsp curry powder

2 tbsp olive oil

salt and pepper to taste

Beet-Pickeled
Deviled Eggs

Chef Sherri Gallagher
Head Chef  |  M/V LISERON

• • • • •

"I don’t believe the “whole” experience

could have been any better. What a great time!"

MARK & JANE KIDD  |  MIST COVE  |  AUGUST 2015

• • • • •

|  36  |  theboatcompany.org

Welcome to the 2016 season on the Liseron! My name is Sherri Gallagher 

and I am proud to be returning as Head Chef this year, my third year with 

The Boat Company. I am excited to set sail for Southeast Alaska and share 

all the wonders that it offers! My menu will feature a variety of scratch-

made fare and fresh caught seafood. The recipe I've featured is from my 

very first season as an assistant chef. I hope you enjoy and I look forward 

to meeting each and every one of you.

– Chef Sherri

FROM THE GALLEY
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THIS WAS OUR SECOND TRIP 
ON THE MIST COVE.
WE LOVED THIS TRIP AS MUCH,
IF NOT MORE, THAN THE LAST.
JIM & HARRIETT LAY  |  MIST COVE  |  AUGUST 2015

,,

,,



www.facebook.com/TheBoatCompany

@AlaskaSmallShip

www.instagram.com/TheBoatCompany

www.youtube.com/TheBoatCompany

18819 3rd Ave. NE, Ste. 200 • PO Box 1839

Poulsbo, Washington 98370

360.697.4242 or 877.647.8268

Visit our web site! www.theboatcompany.org


