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With the transition of power now over, and the process of seating 

a new Presidential cabinet under way at the time I write this, we all 

watch the news with bated breath in anticipation of who will be the 

next Secretary of this, or Ambassador of that. At the end of the day, 

with so much fear gripping our nation, the reality is that we are a 

country of checks and balances.

As a small business focused on nature-based tourism in Southeast 

Alaska, as well as the protection and preservation of the Tongass 

National Forest, like many we have our concerns. Conservation has 

always been at the heart of our mission, and we are passionate about 

taking action to protect this amazing area we cruise throughout each 

year. However, we also are dedicated to providing our guests with the 

best wilderness experience that Alaska has to offer. And so, in this issue, we share with 

you some current events about our government and the Tongass, in the hopes we might 

inspire you to help us in our land protection efforts. And as always, we share some 

personal stories, company updates and compelling photographs to hold you over until we 

see you again {hopefully sooner than later!}

We strive to make your travel experiences so memorable, that you tell your friends and 

family members about The Boat Company. You, your kids and your grandkids telling 

stories – of fish you caught the size of a grown man, the one that was even bigger that "got 

away", or the mother bear and cubs you got to watch fish for salmon 100 yards away from 

you – those are the memories we strive to make sure you take home with you. 

If you were fortunate enough to travel aboard either of our two vessels in 2016, you were 

witness to some of the most amazing wildlife experiences we have seen. From the 

humpback whales performing a ballet above the water as they breeched over and over 

again, to the 8-year-old who counted more than two dozen unique individual bald eagles 

in a single day, having never seen one in real life prior to her trip to Alaska. These are the 

reasons we do what we do, and why you all have chosen to travel with us. If you have 

missed us and would like to come back again, we encourage you to keep an eye on our 

website as availability is disappearing quicker than the polar ice caps.

2017 is looking to be another great season, with over 95% occupancy and 90% crew 

retention. There will be a great many familiar faces aboard the LISERON and MIST COVE. 

As mariners have been saying for centuries, we wish you Fair Winds and Following Seas 

during your summer adventures. 
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BY HUNTER H. McINTOSH

Fishing in Alaska with a 
Jackson Coosa HD Kayak
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“It was an all-round 
fulfilling experience in 
a beautiful place with 

like-minded people.
BRUCE D  |  LISERON  |  JUNE 2016

,,



We are living in a time of unprecedented attacks on both public lands and 

waters, and the agencies that protect them. Without action on the part of 

all Americans, Republican and Democrat, we stand to lose much of the con-

servation legacy that has been achieved over the 38 years since The Boat 

Company was created, not just in Southeast Alaska, but everywhere. And it 

is no coincidence that this legislation is all coming out rapid fire – the flood 

of new legislation, not seen in six years, is designed to make it more diffi-

cult to meaningfully respond to or organize around any one proposed law. 

We know how overwhelming it can be to process and keep up with the 

assault by the 115th Congress on our public lands and waters. Below you can find 

ongoing updates on proposed legislation that would impact our environment in 

Southeast so that you, our other guests, 

can stay informed and that we can work 

together to take-action. 

TONGASS LAND-GIVEAWAY BILLS

H.R. 232 – State National Forest 

Management Act of 2017 - This bill, 

sponsored by Alaska Congressman Don 

Young, would move 2 million acres of 

National Forest lands to state forest 

in all states, including Alaska’s Tongass 

National Forest. This could mean that 

some states could see all of their National 

Forests transferred to poorly funded and 

understaffed state forests. 
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A CALL TO ACTION: 

115th Congressional Assault
on The Tongass National Forest



H.R. 229 – Unrecognized Southeast 

Alaska Native Communities Recognition 

and Compensation Act – Introduced by 

Congressman Young, this bill would amend 

the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to 

allow Native communities in the towns of 

Haines, Ketchikan, Petersburg, Tenakee and 

Wrangell to organize as urban corporations 

and select up to a total of 115,000 acres 

of land from the Tongass National Forest, 

including selecting those lands previously 

designated by Congress for perpetual pro-

tection as legislated Land Use Designation II (LUD II) Management Areas, which were 

previously protected in order to ensure they retain their roadless nature and wildland 

characteristics.

H.R. 513 and S. 131 - Alaska Mental Health Trust Land Exchange Act of 2017 –Alaska’s 

Congressman Young and Senator Lisa Murkowski sponsored these identical bills to fast-

track an exchange of Alaska Mental Health Trust lands with substantial public safety con-

cerns and high community use values for productive timberlands on the Tongass National 

Forest. This approach ignores the need for informed public engagement from affected 

communities. These bills were introduced before the exchange between the Forest 

Service and the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority was finalized and seek to fast-track 

the land swap. The bill does not address the fundamental problem that clearcutting 

Southeast Alaska’s old-growth forests to generate revenue for Alaska’s mental health 

beneficiaries is an outdated model for revenue generation.

115TH CONGRESS’S TACTICS TO CIRCUMVENT PUBLIC SCRUTINY

This Congress is avoiding public comment on their legislative giveaways by using a 

relatively obscure rule-making process called joint resolutions.  A joint resolution is often 

used in the same manner as a bill. Once a joint resolution passes both the House and 

Senate in identical form and is signed by the President, it becomes law. Joint resolutions 

are also used to propose amendments to the Constitution.

In an obvious double standard, the majority in the 115th Congress are short-circuiting 

their own rules to pass new laws that favor shortsighted corporate interests. Several new 

bills demand the use of cost-benefit accounting in implementing regulations. Meanwhile, 

the 115th Congress has stripped the Congressional Budget Office of its ability to assess 

the real costs of the proposed legislation. 
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What does this mean to guests aboard the LISERON & MIST COVE?

In 2012, without public disclosure or involvement, the industry-heavy Alaska Timber 

Jobs Task Force identified a preliminary list of possible State Forest selections from 

the Tongass National Forest for clearcutting. These lands have long been important to 

Alaskans and Nature-based Tourism for hunting, fishing, recreating, and making a living.

As a federally managed forest, the U.S. Forest Service must manage for balanced 

multiple-use, including outdoor recreation, hunting, and fishing. Under H.R. 232, states 

must manage acquired lands “primarily for timber production.” Such a timber-first 

approach to forest management will cost the state millions and harm the thriving 

sectors of Southeast’s economy, tourism and fishing. In this era of $3 billion state 

deficits, Alaska needs to invest in education, public safety, and other critical state 

programs and not in a money-losing timber program.

A National Treasure

The Tongass National Forest is a national treasure; home to the largest intact 

temperate old growth rainforests left on earth, world-class salmon runs, and thriving 

fishing and tourism industries. Each year these industries bring in over $2 billion to the 

region. With both industries reliant upon a healthy forest, the impact of clear-cut log-

ging on the economy would be disastrous.

The remaining old-growth stands on the Tongass provide critical habitat for Sitka 

black-tailed deer, coastal brown bear, Alexander Archipelago wolves, and goshawks. 

One of the most productive fisheries in the world, the Tongass is home to all five 

species of wild Pacific salmon that spawn in the 13,000 miles of rivers that course 

through the forest. Vast tracts of old-growth forests and a cool maritime climate 

combine to make the Tongass a globally significant carbon storage reserve, storing ten 

times more carbon than the next largest National Forest.

Under H.R. 232 the public is given no opportunity to influence or have a say over 

which lands the state selects. These are your lands, the lands of the people but will not 

be governed by the people. Now is the time for you to have your say.

Beginning on page 44, we have listed every member of congress. Please call your 

member and tell him/her to protect our National Forests, our economy, and the 

Tongass National Forest. We also encourage you to call Congressman Don Young 

and Senators Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan of Alaska and let them know that the 

Tongass is valuable and should be left alone and not cut.

H.R. 232 and Southeast Alaska

On page 38, you can read the H.R.232 bill in its entirety, followed by all of the phone 
numbers for Congress. We urge you to help us take efforts to protect these areas. 
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• • • • •

"We already have raved about our time on the 

Mist Cove to everyone who will listen! We would LOVE

to do another trip with The Boat Company."

LOUISE A.  |  MIST COVE  |  JULY 2016

• • • • •



BY SCOTT STREATER

Reprinted with permission from E&E News

Photography provided by Gabe Scott, Cascadia Wildlands

A government watchdog group says poor oversight 

by the Forest Service of two large timber sales in 

Alaska's Tongass National Forest resulted in "stag-

gering monetary losses" that hurt local communities 

and the nation's largest forest.

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, 

or PEER, says the Forest Service allowed contractors 

at the two 2015 timber sales to cherry-pick the trees 

they wanted to remove without much oversight. As 

a result, more valuable western red cedar and Sitka 

spruce trees were cut and removed, while most of 

the white hemlock that the service wanted removed 

in the name of forest health was left standing, the 

group charged.

The Forest Service missed out on close to $4 mil-

lion it should have collected based on the value of 

the timber extracted, PEER alleged today in a letter 

to Agriculture Department Inspector General Phyl-

lis Fong, requesting that the IG "conduct a forensic 

audit to determine the true extent of losses to the 

taxpayer."
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A CLEARCUT SECTION OF 
TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST

Also today, PEER submitted a separate letter ask-

ing Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Chair-

man Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) and ranking member Deb-

bie Stabenow (D-Mich.) that before the committee 

confirms the next Forest Service chief and other 

top USDA officials, they get the nominees to com-

mit that they will "ensure that all future timber sales 

protect both the forest resources and the taxpayer's 

pocketbook."

"Despite being stewardship sales to improve forest 

health, the agency allowed companies to ignore pre-

scriptions by 'favoring removal in the larger diam-

eter, more valuable species groups, such as western 

red cedar and spruce' while significantly undercut-

ting far less valuable hemlock," according to the 

letter signed by PEER Executive Director Jeff Ruch.

"In short, we are asking you to take steps to ensure 

that new leadership in and overseeing the [Forest 

Service] are committed to ensuring that future sales 

yield the fair market value they are supposed to 

produce and protect the forest resource," Ruch's 

letter concludes.

In the letter to Fong, Ruch said undervaluing 

timber sales and not collecting the money owed 

to the federal government harmed local communi-

ties near the national forest in southeast Alaska.

The Secure Rural Schools and National Forest Re-

ceipts programs require that "a portion of all Ton-

gass timber sale proceeds go to local communities 

and schools. Depressed sale values therefore cost 

both the U.S. taxpayers and Alaskan schoolkids. 

PEER is also asking you to determine if there [is] 

any mechanism for recovering funds rightfully owed 

to both the [Forest Service] and the Alaskan com-

munities and schools."

A Forest Service spokeswoman said the agency 

could not comment on this story by publication time.

One of the timber sales — the Big Thorne timber 

project — was designed to provide "bridge timber" 

to allow mills to stay in business until more second-

growth trees are old enough to cut.

The project was the subject of a lengthy court bat-

tle, with the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in early 

2015 denying a request by environmental groups to 

halt the timber sale (Greenwire, April 17, 2015).

PEER, in its requests to the Senate and IG, focused 

on the agency's Washington Forest Management 

Activity Review of timber sales and stewardship 

contracting across the Forest Service's Region 10.

The review found that the Forest Service did not 

provide proper oversight of the two timber sales 

and that companies removed far more valuable spe-

cies than contracted.

PEER points to a post-harvest monitoring report 

that found during one sale, far less of the white hem-

lock that the Forest Service wanted removed was 

actually harvested.

That report says that for the second timber project, 

called the Tonka timber sale, "only 14.2" percent of 

the white hemlock was removed, compared with 90 

percent of Sitka spruce and 84 percent of Alaska 

yellow cedar.

The review noted that the Forest Service could not 

"produce a written contract or other 'pertinent doc-

umentation' for this high-volume sale," among other 

problems.

"This national forest runs major commercial timber 

sales like a cookie jar without a lid," Ruch said.

He also said that the Forest Management Activity 

Review's call for "an independent review [to] inform 

solutions and prevent similar issues in future timber 

and stewardship contracts" has run into what PEER 

called a stonewall.
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"Despite being stewardship sales to improve forest health, 

the agency allowed companies to ignore prescriptions by 

'favoring removal in the larger diameter, more valuable 

species groups, such as western red cedar and spruce' while 

significantly undercutting far less valuable hemlock…” 
 

– Jeff Ruch

PEER Executive Director
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A version of this story was commissioned by Filson and first appeared in the company’s blog, Filson Life. 

Founded in 1897, Filson was first known as C.C. Filson's Pioneer Alaska Clothing and Blanket Manufacturers, 

after its founder, and specialized in goods to outfit the stampeders to the Klondike Gold Rush. From then on, 

Filson continued to make his goods from the best materials obtainable, and his name became synonymous 

with reliability, satisfaction and honest values. The company is now headquartered in Seattle, Washington. 

Visit the Filson blog at filson.com/filson-life.

• • • • • •

“There was this moment where 
everything almost went into slow 
motion and I was thinking, I’m 
really here. This is really it. I am 
really doing everything I have 
dreamed of since I was a tiny girl, 
and I’m not even scared.”

Liberty and I are in the wheelhouse at the top 

of the M/V Liseron, and she has me gripped in the middle of a story about fighting Tunisian bluefin 

poachers in the Mediterranean Sea — mooring rings flying at her head, crosswinds spraying the 

spoondrift sideways, the Zodiac raft three days from any land. I’m biting the edge of my coffee-

cup. How often are stories this good? Hardly ever, really. Then it starts to hail. For a moment the 

conversation pauses, and I think of the scene in Jaws when they’re below deck telling war stories 

over mugs of whiskey and Robert Shaw gives the famous Indianapolis speech as a storm pitches 

the boat back and forth outside. While this comes partly out of my stubborn habit of pretending 

life is the plot of a movie or TV show, when we’re talking about Liberty’s life, it’s not imaginary. 

The scene she’s telling me about really was on a TV show called Whale Wars, following the Sea 

Shepherd Conservation Society as they battled whale poachers and other illegal fishing rings in 

international waters. She really does have war stories.

I recently spent one of the best afternoons of 

my life this way, hanging out with Liberty Elias 

Miller and the winter crew for The Boat Company 

aboard one of their ships in Port Orchard, WA. 

Here’s what I learned: in boat life, the kind that’s 

not yacht life, things aren’t always easy, but they 

are also never dull, showers at the YMCA cost $5 

and, even though there’s no way to say this without sounding cheesy, there really are ways to live 

the dreams you had as a kid.

On our hands, the space between the thumb and the index finger has one of the best names in 

anatomy — “the thenar space.” Port Orchard is a town that sits on Washington’s Kitsap Peninsula 

in the little thenar space between the bottom two fingers, if you squint just right at the map, and 

it takes two ferries to get there if you go by foot. Port Orchard is not one of the most well known 

port towns in the state, perhaps because it’s not as fancy as some of the others and doesn’t have 

stores where you can buy lavender sachets, but this is what I like about it. I’ve always had a 

softspot for this town because it has the kind of dive bars that I like; no muss, just dark booths, $3 

whiskey, a menu that probably includes jalapeño poppers, and people who know how to tie knots.

Spending the day with Liberty and meeting the winter crew of the Liseron and its sister ship, 

the Mist Cove, is something I’ve been looking forward to for weeks. I’ve never met Liberty before 

today, but from the moment she pulls up to the ferry dock and I jump into the passenger seat of 

her Jeep, I feel like I’ve known her since at least sophomore year of high school. It might seem 

odd to mention, but I think it’s an important detail about Liberty, and a phenomenon about a lot 

of people who live the life of boats: because they’ve made a life of creating homes wherever they 

go, and are so good at pitching and rolling, they have this very easy way of feeling like someone 

from your hometown. Even if you’ve just met them, they 

are old friends.

Liberty drives us a few streets away to the Railway 

Marina, where the Boat Company’s two ships are 

currently docked. The Liseron is an ex-Navy Minesweeper 

that was commissioned just after World War II. When he 

founded the Boat Company in 1980, Michael McIntosh 

(whose son Hunter now runs things) knew that he 

wanted this type of ship for carrying out his mission of 

Lady Liberty: Inside the Heart
of the Runaway
BY EMILY WITTENHAGEN

Writer and Herbal Nutrionist, Seattle WA



bringing ecotourists to the Tongass National 

Forest in Alaska, the planet’s last significantly 

intact old-growth temperate rainforest, to share 

its beauty and encourage the conservation of 

this incredible piece of land, which for years 

has been the subject of a contentious battle 

between conservationists and those concerned 

that limitations to old-growth timber cutting 

threaten Southern Alaska’s economy. 

Liberty is the sole winter live-aboard on the 

Liseron. She’s the one who checks all the decks at night, makes sure things are tied down, and 

sleeps in one of the passenger cabins when she’s not in Poulsbo visiting her cat Kamea (Hawaiian 

for "one and only"). “I love this boat with everything I have,” she says. 

At the marina, I meet Liberty’s boss Ken Gerken, who for the record she describes as “the best 

boss," and some of the winter crew: Michael Hamilton, Anjo Zosa, Jose Bello, and his son Johannes 

Bello, who are incredibly friendly and all seem to have the magical ability of being in three places 

at once. (Crew members I didn’t meet this time, but who should be mentioned are Chris Ramsey 

and Hoang Quan.) They are busy painting shower doors, fixing ovens, oiling engines, and doing all 

kinds of other maintenance necessary to get the ships ready for summer, when they will take 20-25 

passengers each on 16 week-long trips — half from the port of Juneau, down through Stephens 

Passage, past the Brothers Islands, and around the bend of Baranof Island to the borough of Sitka, 

and half the other way around.

When I ask Liberty what she thinks it is that draws people to boat life, especially those who live-

aboard, she talks about the characters you meet in the shipyards and marinas — the loners, the 

eccentrics, the people who will bring you a bag of DVDs as a welcome to the neighborhood, and 

the ones you drink beer with at night. But she also talks about an attraction to simplicity and a 

constitution to overcome struggle they all seem to have, like a shared gene. She talks about the 

different marinas she’s lived in, from the one in Bellingham where she 

runs her kayaking company, Kulshan Kayak Academy, and keeps her 

summer live-on sailboat moored, to the one here in Port Orchard. 

“It takes a certain kind of person to live on a boat,” she says. “When 

you find out another person lives on a boat, it really does bond you 

because they understand that it is difficult. It is a difficult way of life 

simply because you don’t have the luxuries that people are used to — 

washer and dryer, toilet, shower — but that’s the way we want to live...I 

love seeing how little I can survive with.” 

She says she doesn’t know what exactly it is that makes them like the struggle, but one thing is 

the complacency she fears comes over people when they don’t have anything challenging them. I 

tell her one thing I know about wine grapes — that difficult soil produces the most vibrant grapes, 

and we laugh, but also agree — no one wants to be a bland grape.

“For me, I don’t need a whole lot, I don’t want a 

whole lot, I really just enjoy the challenge of trying 

to find a shower.”

Running beneath all this, like a not-so-secret 

current, is a thing for escapism. It’s understood 

that a lot of people who live on boats are probably 

escaping from something or another, whether it’s 

the basic confines of the traditional, land-bound 

grind, or a specific situation, or a deep lifelong 

urge for the kind of freedom that only the open sea 

can really bring. Escape is something everyone craves, I believe, and that everyone finds in their 

own personal way. As author Lin Jensen wrote, “Within the structure of every conformity, every 

confinement and restraint, dwells the heart of the runaway.” The thing about live-aboards that 

differentiates them is that by living on boats, they wear this heart on their sleeves.  

“There’s an element of running away,” Liberty says. “Whatever that may be from, that is specific 

to each individual, but it is always like running away.”

Once Liberty and I get to talking, it’s clear that this is the heart of the story. The theme of escape 

is something Liberty knows plenty about. Not only is she literally named Liberty — which is, of 

course, after a fleet of Navy ships her grandfather, a welder, helped build during the second World 

War — she has also had some very real experiences with escape. It doubles as both the way she 

got to start living her dream, and how she survived it. 

This is also how we get to my favorite part of the story:

This may come as a shock, but in 2010, Liberty was someone who had never lived on or formally 

worked on a boat, though she’d wanted to since she was a kid. She had a whole life — a photography 

career, a husband, a house with nice things (like a working washing machine) — “things every-

one would want,” she says. It wasn’t a bad life at all, just a life that no longer felt hers. Then one 

day, as she sat watching Whale Wars, something clicked. Watching it filled her with excitement.  

 

She said to her then-husband, “That’s it! That’s what I want to do.”
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He laughed and thought she was joking. And so did she — kind of. But less than two years later, 

after a series of chance encounters, and a much longer story than I can tell here, there she was on 

Whale Wars, on a Zodiac raft three days from land, mooring rings whizzing by her head, feeling 

more alive than she’d ever felt. She had, in her own way, escaped.

“That’s usually what I go back to because I’ve never felt so fulfilled as I did at that moment,” she 

says. “That was my dream coming true.” 

I ask her if this scrape with the bluefin poachers is the most dangerous situation she’s been in, and 

she says no. Not at all. In an amazingly casual voice she talks about the four death threats she’s 

had on her head from the Yakuza, the Japanese mafia, and the time they held her at knifepoint 

during a stakeout — as the figurehead of her team at the time, she was a logical target. How did 

she get out of this one? “I fought them off with a tripod,” she says, and luckily, a phone call her 

partner placed just in time to the 

Japanese police.  

In short, boat life is both exactly 

as romantic as you imagine it, 

and exactly as difficult. Liberty 

has some beautiful memories. 

For instance, at night when 

the northern lights come out 

in Alaska, people come out of 

their houses banging pots and 

pans. Sometimes she does yoga 

on the bow of the ship and looks 

out at the city. Other times, she 

says, “it’s like, you know what, I just don’t want to be cold when I’m trying to sleep.” When I joke 

and ask her if it’s like the end of summer camp when she has to say goodbye to people that she’s 

bonded with, she gets this serious look and says, “it’s interesting that you bring that up — that is 

the hardest part of my whole life.” 

And yes, there is an element of this that’s about being the only girl on the boat, or any situation 

where you’re the only anything and are prone to feeling less capable just for that reason. When I 

ask her what it’s like being the only girl, she laughs and says, “like being a slab of meat in a wolf 

den,” and admits “there are a lot of situations where men don’t think a girl can do boat work,” but 

she also credits entering this kind of life, and the bosses and coworkers who have believed in her, 

with making her feel more capable than she ever did before. At the Boat Company, the crew is 

like a family of siblings — in the summer, when the summer crew’s living aboard, there’s a rubber 

rattlesnake that appears mysteriously in different beds, and they always celebrate Christmas in 

July. While we’re sitting in the wheelhouse, Michael calls up on the speaking tube, a bronze tube 

that runs all the way through the ship from the engine room up to the wheelhouse, and says, “Are 

you talking s*** about me?” and Liberty yells down, “no, I was just telling her how you bring me 

donuts every morning!”

When we walk off the dock so I can get back to the ferry, 

we run into three other live-aboards from the marina — 

Mike, Mike, and Robert. We only get a few minutes to 

talk, but with the time we have, I try to ask them how 

they ended up here and why they like it— why they stay. 

Mike says he moved to the marina after a divorce. Robert 

lives on a boat his family has owned for years that’s now 

become home to him, and is also the cheapest option. 

The other Mike has devoted his life to diving. “It’s the 

simplicity,” says the first Mike. Most people have too 

many things. For him, the escape is a retreat from the 

overwhelming amount of material stuff that seems to 

accompany life on land. 

As I pull away on the foot ferry and then eventually walk 

off into downtown Seattle, I have to say I feel a pang of 

jealousy for the people who get to stay on the other side. 

I wonder, do I want to escape? Don’t we all? How do we know whether we have or not? I end up 

walking most of the way through town (part in honor of freedom and part because my ride is 

stuck in traffic), and when I get near home I find myself at the Pacific Inn, the closest thing Seattle 

has to a Port Orchard bar. There are no jalapeño poppers on the menu, but they do have onion 

rings served with tartar sauce. In my dark booth, I’m still trying to figure out what we talk about 

when we talk about escape. What I come back to is Liberty saying, “I wouldn’t want to live any 

other way.” I realize it’s not about running away, really, but 

about running to something, the thing that makes you say, 

I wouldn’t want to live any other way. And when you think 

about it, if we really did evolve from the water, then maybe 

choosing a life at sea is, in the purest sense, just choosing 

to go home. 

Emily Wittenhagen is a writer and herbal nutritionist living in Seattle, WA.

 She can be reached at emily.wittenhagen@gmail.com.
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• • • • •

"The opportunity to go fishing on your Alaska trip

set The Boat Company apart from

other cruise companies (even the smaller ones)."

GLORIA P. |  LISERON  |  JULY 2016

• • • • •



2017 Cruising Schedules

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V LISERON

May 13 – May 20

May 20 – May 27

May 27 - June 3

June 3 - June 10

June 10 – June 17

June 17 – June 24

June 24 – July 1

July 1 – July 8

July 8 – July 15

July 15 – July 22

July 22 – July 29

July 29 – Aug 5

Aug 5 – Aug 12

Aug 12 – Aug 19

Aug 19 – Aug 26

Aug 26 – Sept 2

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V MIST COVE

May 13 – May 20

May 20 – May 27

May 27 - June 3

June 3 - June 10

June 10 – June 17

June 17 – June 24

June 24 – July 1

July 1 – July 8

July 8 – July 15

July 15 – July 22

July 22 – July 29

July 29 – Aug 5

Aug 5 – Aug 12

Aug 12 – Aug 19

Aug 19 – Aug 26

Aug 26 – Sept 2

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau  

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out

To reserve your trip, contact: 877.647.8268  |  kathy@theboatcompany.com
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Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V LISERON

May 12 – May 19

May 19 – May 26

May 26 - June 2

June 2 - June 9

June 9 – June 16

June 16 – June 23

June 23 – June 30

June 30 – July 7

July 7 – July 14

July 14 – July 21

July 21 – July 28

July 28 – Aug 4

Aug 4 – Aug 11

Aug 11 – Aug 18

Aug 18 – Aug 25

Aug 25 – Sept 1

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Dates                                 Boarding          Disembarking

M/V MIST COVE

May 12 – May 19

May 19 – May 26

May 26 - June 2

June 2 - June 9

June 9 – June 16

June 16 – June 23

June 23 – June 30

June 30 – July 7

July 7 – July 14

July 14 – July 21

July 21 – July 28

July 28 – Aug 4

Aug 4 – Aug 11

Aug 11 – Aug 18

Aug 18 – Aug 25

Aug 25 – Sept 1

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Juneau

Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Sold Out
Sitka

Juneau

Sitka

Juneau

Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Sold Out
Juneau

Cruising Schedules 2018

To reserve your trip, contact: 877.647.8268  |  kathy@theboatcompany.com
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5
cabins left!

5
cabins left!

3
cabins left!

3
cabins left!



If you are a boat owner back home, you have probably heard the old joke,

     “What does BOAT stand for…? ...Bust Out Another Thousand"

This sentiment holds true whether you have a 17-foot sloop, a 45-foot vessel or a 145-foot wooden 

hulled former Naval minesweeper. As you can imagine, when it comes to a historic vessel of great 

size, the numbers and expenses are significantly higher.

The Boat Company operates a 16-week season, with an additional 4 to 

6 weeks of crew muster and relocation of the boats from Port Orchard, 

Washington (our home port), and Southeast Alaska (Sitka & Juneau). 

During the six months that our boats are in their home port, we are 

working to maintain the safety, elegance and beauty that all our guests 

have come to expect.

We have received several calls from concerned guests relating to the 

LISERON and an article about her in our last OBSERVER Magazine 

discussing her hull restoration. We want to assure everyone who is 

scheduled to travel on the LISERON this summer and in future years – 

she is not being taken out of service, she is in fantastic shape and as a 

result of a careful and skilled restoration process, she is now ready for 

crew muster beginning the first week of April.

We hope you enjoy these images of the 

amazing artisans and skilled craftsman who 

were dedicated to returning the LISERON to 

her pristine value. 

Those travelling with us this summer will see 

a great many familiar faces greeting you at 

the boats when you arrive in either Sitka or 

Juneau.  Of our 25 seasonal crew members 

aboard the two boats, only a few are new to 

The Boat Company. Prepare for a fantastic 

voyage aboard the LISERON or MIST COVE. 

We will see you in Alaska!

theboatcompany.org  |  29  |  

Winter Vessel Maintenance
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• • • • •

"The crew was wonderful. All were friendly, helpful, 

accommodating, with positive attitudes and a smile, 

engaging, skilled and knowledgeable. I could see and feel 

their appreciation for the Alaskan environment and they 

went above and beyond to make our travel experience top 

quality. They make the trip what it is...fabulous and 

something to do again." 

JESSIE L. |  LISERON  |  AUGUST 2016

• • • • •
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TRAVELLER'S SCRAPBOOK
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PREPARATION

Lightly coat an 8-by-8-inch baking pan with cooking spray. Whisk 
together the gelatin and cold water in a small bowl and let soften for 
5 minutes.

Stir together the sugar, 1/4 cup of the corn syrup, water, and salt in
a medium saucepan over high heat. Boil, stirring occasionally, until
the temperature reaches 240 F. Meanwhile, pour remaining 1/4 cup 
corn syrup into the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the whisk  
attachment. Microwave gelatin on high until completely melted,  
about 30 seconds. Pour it into the mixer bowl. Set the mixer speed 
to low and keep it running. 

When the syrup reaches 240 F, slowly pour it into the mixer bowl. 
Increase the speed to medium and beat for 5 minutes. Beat on the 
highest setting for 1 to 2 minutes more and beat in vanilla; the finished 
marshmallow will be opaque white, fluffy, and tripled in volume. Pour 
it into the prepared pan. Smooth with an offset spatula. Let mixture 
sit 6 hours in a cool dry place or over night.

Use a knife to loosen the marshmallow from edges. Invert onto a 
powdered sugar coated surface. Enjoy with hot chocolate!

INGREDIENTS

the bloom

4  1/2 tsp. unflavored powdered gelatin

1  1/2 cup cold water

the syrup

3/4 cups sugar

1/2 cup light corn syrup, divided 

1/4 cup water

1/8 teaspoon salt

the mallowing 

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

1/2 cups powdered sugar

Mist Cove
Marshmallows

 
Chef Sherri Gallagher Head Chef

Chef April Agee Assistant Chef

M/V LISERON

• • • • •

"Dining was a treat and the 

dining space was a marvelous setting 

for watching the wildlife and water."

BOB & ROSE H.  |  LISERON  |  JULY 2016

• • • • •
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Welcome to the 2017 season with The Boat Company!  My name is Chef Sherri 
Franks {in photo, on right} and this is my fourth year with the MV Liseron. 
I am so excited to be working side by side with Chef April Agee {in photo, 
on left} this season. Our menu will feature fresh seafood and scratch made 
dishes. Part of your adventure on the Liseron includes seeing glaciers up 
close and personal. We make sure that your experience is one that makes 
memories. I send each skiff out with a steaming thermos of gourmet hot 
chocolate and my gourmet boat-made marshmallows! I look forward to 
meeting every one of you this summer abord the Liseron!

FROM THE GALLEY
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“I am still on a
high from this

fabulous trip
and we love the

Alaska rainforest
and the Tongass.

BONNIE & STEVE J.  |  LISERON  |  JUNE 2016

,,



C A L L T O  AC T I O N
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H.R. 232, the bill mentioned in the article beginning 
on page seven of this publication, is reprinted below in 
its entirety. To acquire a digital copy of this document, 
please email us at info@theboatcompany.org.
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Calls from outside the Capitol are made by dialing (202) 22 plus the five digit number listed below. Calls from outside the Capitol are made by dialing (202) 22 plus the five digit number listed below.
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• • • • •

"I kept thinking how my grown daughter would soak 

in every minute of this trip - she's a true naturalist at 

heart. We are going to send her to you for a week's 

cruise when she graduates…"

JESSIE L.  |  LISERON  |  JULY 2016

• • • • •
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Calls from outside the Capitol are made by dialing (202) 22 plus the five digit number listed below.



www.facebook.com/TheBoatCompany

@AlaskaSmallShip

www.instagram.com/TheBoatCompany

www.youtube.com/TheBoatCompany

18819 3rd Ave. NE, Ste. 200 • PO Box 1839

Poulsbo, Washington 98370

360.697.4242 or 877.647.8268

Visit our web site! www.theboatcompany.org


